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When Darkness Falls 
‘By Martha Snell Nicholson 


HEN darkness falls upon us, and 
W our feet 
Are groping for the path, 
We are so prone to think God must have 
turned 
His face away in wrath, 


Or has forgotten us, for darkness seems 
A dire and dreadful thing — 
Belov’d, there is a darkness come from 
God, 
The shadow of His wing. 


He uses darkness as a robe to cloak 
His power and majesty, 

His moving finger. How could God allow 
The eye of man to see 


Him work out His eternal purposes , 
With great and certain hand? 
His Spirit moved when darkness was 
upon 
The formless deep and land; 


And “while it was yet dark,” on Easter 
morn, 
The Son of God arose. 
O child of God, fret not when darkness 
falls; 
Your Heavenly Father knows. 


His glory shines undimmed behind the 
veil, 
Wait while He works. Some day 
In His good time our God will shed His 
light 
Again upon your way! 


How to Settle a Quarrel 


Quarrels ought not to exist among 
Christians, but they do. They are often 
called by more high-sounding names, 
but sometimes the shorter word, used 
to describe the skirmishes of childhood, 
does just as well, and exposes the trou- 
ble in its true colors. As everyone 
knows who has read his*Journals, John 
Wesley had a pungent, concise style 
that dealt with men, books, doctrines, 
and events, in short, pithy paragraphs. 
On a certain Wednesday, September 18, 
he visited Plymouth-Dock, and records 
the following in his diary: “The So- 
ciety at the Dock had been for some 
time in a miserable condition. Disputes 
had run so high, concerning a worthless 
man, that every one’s sword was set, 
as it were, against his brother. I showed 
them how Satan ‘had desired to have 
them, that he might sift them as wheat’; 


and afterwards told them, there was 
but one way to take, to pass an absolute 
act of oblivion; not to mention, on any 
pretense whatever, anything that had 
been said or done on either side. They 
fully determined so to do. If they keep 
that resolution, God will return to them.” 
He does not tell how the-plan worked, 
but it sounds practical and sensible. One 
reason why quarrels do not pass into 
oblivion is that they are often stirred 
up by the participants like the smoking 
embers of a dying fire. Some things 
simply will not be settled this side of 
Heaven, and when we get there many 
of them will be forgotten. Therefore 
it is often best to follow Paul’s rule: 
“Forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” 
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The Revision of the Davis Dictionary 


ary of the Bible,” by Dr. John D. 

Davis, has been widely used by 
Bible students. It has passed through 
four editions (1898-1924), and has been 
recommended frequently by THe Sun- 
pay ScHoo. TrmeEs as an almost indis- 
pensable tool for Bible students. Dr. 
Davis was professor in the Old Testa- 
ment Department at Princeton Theolog- 
ical Seminary, and the dictionary 
strongly upheld the position which that 
institution maintained, prior to its re- 
organization in 1929, in support of the 
integrity and full trustworthiness of the 
Word of God. Since it is twenty years 
since the last edition of the dictionary 
appeared, it is altogether reasonable 
that a new edition should be published 
by the present professor of Old Testa- 
ment in the institution in which Dr. 
Davis served. 


P= nearly fifty years “A Diction- 





_Cemfort for Dark Days 
“Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in 
me” (John 14:1). 
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SERENE 


The statement on the front flap of the 
jacket of the book reads as follows: 
“The well-known and universally °ac- 
cepted ‘Davis’ Bible Dictionary’ has now 
been completely revised and rewritten by 
Professor Davis’ scholarly successor in 
the chair of Old Testament at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Having lung ful- 
filled a useful purpose for pastors, Church 
workers, students, and Bible teachers, this 
thoroughly revised handbook continues to 
maintain its tradition of sound and con- 
servative scholarship, while yet receiving 
new life through recent advances made 
in philology, geography, history of the 
ancient Near East, and Bible criticism.” 
In view of this statement it is rather 
disappointing to find that there is com- 
paratively little new material dealing 
with the geography and history of the 
ancient Near Zast, and that most of the 
other changes of any importance con- 
sist, not in the introduction of any new 
evidence in Biblical criticism, but in 
the removal of the tone of certainty 
which was typical of the Davis diction- 
ary, and the insertion of liberal doubts 
regarding the authorship of various 
books. These doubts were well known 
to Dr. Davis and utterly rejected by 
him. Not new advances but old doubts 
are inserted ! 
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One of the few places where refer- 
ence is made to a discovery of recent 
years is in the article on “Daniel,” where 
evidence is presented from the texts 
discovered at Ras Shamra in nerthern 
Syria. Without a word of disapproval, 
the foll6wing statement is made: “Dan- 
iel [heading] 3. A hero Danel (Daniel) 
in the Ras Shamra texts who renders 
justice to the widow and orphan. It 
has been supposed by some that Ezek. 
14: 14, 20; 28:3 refers to this ancient hero. 
It is noteworthy that in these 3 verses 
the kethib of the Hebrew text like Ras 
Shamra omits yod.” The article entitled 
Ras Shamra describes the texts found 
there and designates them as “records 
of Canaanite religion and mythology.” 
Heading 4 of the article on “Daniel,” 
which deals with the prophet, follows 
Dr. Davis in saying: “About this time 
Ezekiel cited Daniel as a notable ex- 
ample of righteousness and wisdom 
(Ezek. 14:14; 28:3)”; but adds, “but see 
DANIEL 3.” Thus the impression is 
clearly given that the interpretation is 
a probable one, and that Ezekiel was 
referring not to Daniel the prophet but 
to a hero of the Ras Shamra texts. 


Let us think for a moment what this 
means to our attitude toward the Bible. 
In the passage cited, Ezekiel says (14: 
14): “Though these three men, Noah, 
Daniel, arid Job, were in it, they should 
deliver but their own souls by their 
righteousness, saith the Lord God.” If 
the Daniel whom Ezekiel places between 
Noah and Job as a supreme example of 
righteousness is not the prophet Daniel 
but a hero of that Canaanite heathen- 
ism which the Israelites were ordered 
utterly to extirpate from the land, a 
fatal blow is struck at the entire Chris- 
tian doctrine of the uniqueness of God’s 
revelation. Even the wicked polythe- 
ism of the Canaanites becomes a true 
revelation to which the prophet refer- 
red with approval! A greater break 
with historic Christianity can hardly be 
imagined; yet this theory is presented 
without a word of warning, as one of 
the few reports of recent advances con- 
tained in the book. : 


In view of this, it is not at all sur- 
prising to note the complete change in 
the attitude taken toward the Book of 
Daniel. The article by Dr. Davis 
strongly maintained that the book comes 
from the time of Nebuchadnezzar and 
Cyrus, and gives an eyewitness account 
by the Daniel who is so active in it, 
This is the view which the Christian 
Church has held through the ages, and 
to the defense of which Prof. Robert 
Dick Wilson, who was Dr. Davis’s -col- 
league on the Princeton faculty, devoted 
many years of his life. Dr. Gehman 
repeats much of Dr. Davis’s material 





This editorial reviews the “Westminster Dic- 
tionary of the Bible,” by John D. Davis, 
Ph.D., D.D. Revised and Rewritten by Henry 
Snyder Gehman, Ph.D., S.T.D. (Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia 7, $3.50.) 
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verbatim, but, while -admitting that 
“some excellent modern scholars con- 
tinue to date the book in the time of 
Daniel in the 6th century,” -he shows 
by frequent statements that he prefers 
the view “that it was writtefi under the 
name of Daniel c. 168 B.C.” This makes 
it four centuries later than the time of 
the events, reduces its wonderful pre- 
dictions of the period between ts pre- 


tended predictions written after the 
occurrence of the events, and forms in 


fact a foundation for denial of the re- 
liability of any of the prophetic portions 
of the Old Testament. The view he 
presents is one of the foundation stones 
of modernistic unbelief; it is incompat- 
ible with belief in the deity of Christ, 
for our Lord quoted the words of Dan- 
iel the prophet as a genuine prediction 
(Matt. 24:15) and not a forgery of a 
period four centuries later. 


Similar attitudes are found at other 
vital points where the Higher Criticism 
denies the authenticity of Biblical books. 
Thus the article on “Isaiah” repeats 
verbatim most of Dr. Davis’s arguments 
for the unity of the book, but adds state- 
ments strongly suggesting the opposite 
conclusion., The view maintained is 
that of the criticism of fifty years ago 
when many writers tried to believe in 
a multiple authorship of the book and 
at the same time to hold to a high view 
of Scripture. Developments of recent 
years have shown the impossibility of 
maintaining this position. Those who 
divide the book into two or three or 
more Isaiahs have in almost every in- 
stance gone on to deny any supernatu- 
ral element whatever in its composition. 
The statement on page 271, “If anyone 
favors the view of a Deutero-Isaiah and 
a Trito-Isaiah, he can hold that opinion 
without lowering his conception of 
Scripture,” is not borne out by the atti- 
tudes of the many scholars who hold 
such views. Since our Lord Jesus Christ 
quotes from all three portions of the 
book as the words of Isaiah, such an 


interpretation does |away with any be-- 


lief in His divine knowledge. It is no 
wonder that Dr. Gehman omits the 
words with which Davis’s article ends, 
“The Church has always believed in 
predictive prophecy and in the inspira- 


‘tion of Isaiah.” 


The third place at which destructive 
criticism begins its attack upon the 


- authenticity of the Old Testament is the 


authorship of the Pentateuch. Here Dr. 
Davis was positive in his insistence on 
the Mosaic authorship and concluded his 


_articlé with the words, “And the criti- 


cism which distributes the _ narrative 
among different writers on the ground 
of differences of style or alleged: contra- 
dictions is demonstrably invalid.” Dr. 
Gehman substitutes, “According to those 
who hold to the traditional Mosaic 
authorship, the criticism which distrib- 
utes the narrative among different 
writers on the ground of differences of 
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style or alleged contradictions is demon- 
strably invalid.” The change of atti- 
tude is obvious. 

It is really amazing, after seeing the 
introduction of modernistic unbelief at 
these vital points in the Old Testament, 
to find many of the articles dealing with 
other books not carrying through in it 
but reproducing the statements of Davis 
almost unchanged. The new material is 
thus contradictory in attitude and pur- 
port to the great bulk of the Dictionary. 

The introduction to the Dictionary 


(Continued on page 84) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Mr. Bryan’s Watermelon Again 


I see in the issue of December 23 the 
situation about the famous Bryan address 
to the melon ! 

We have the enclosed available free: of 
charge if of any use to your readers.— 
T. Christie Innes. : 


The Editors are grateful-to the Rev. 
Mr. Innes for calling their attention to 
the fact, which they did not know, that 
William Jennings Bryan’s clever little 
essay on the watermelon has been 
printed in a four-page leaflet. It may 
be had from the American Tract Soci- 
ety, 21 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 


After hearing from Mr. Innes, the Edi- 
tors also received the following from 
a New York reader: 


Do you know that William Jennings 
Bryan’s watermelon incident is printed in 
tract form? It is entitled, “‘Wisdom from 
a Watermelon,” and may be ordered from 
the Evangel, P. O. Box 202, St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. Price, 10 cents a doz.; 25 cents 
for 100; $1 for 500. 

It is well worth circulating, 
seems to be your thought, too. 


7? 
Is This a Record? 


It is unlikely that there are many 
who have been subscribers to the Times 
for 70 years. Sixteen years after the 
TIMES was begun, Mr. Thomas J. Hunter, 
now a retired Baptist pastor, began taking 
the Trues. When he recently received a 
copy of the Trmes 1945 calendar, he 
wrote the following interesting letter: 


It might interest you to know that-I 
began subscribing for Tae Sunpay. ScHoo. 
Times 70 years ago, shortly after my con- 
version, when residing in Dublin, Ireland. 
And after coming to this country, while 
engaged in the work of an evangelist, I 
influenced many to subscribe for it, con- 
tinuing to do so during the 40 years of 
my pastorate, knowing that it was a per- 
fectly safe magazine to recommend; its 
articles and Bible lesson expositions giv- 
ing out no uncertain sound, Christ being 
honored and exalted, error and false 


which 


teaching boldly denounced,—not in an 
unchristian manner, but in a loyalty to 
the Word of God which is commendable. 

May the Lord continue to bless the staff 
of this most ‘excellent magazine is my 
earnest prayer. 











——_ 
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When Elder Liu Welcomed 


Swen Yat Sen 
By CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT, D.D. 


URING the, Revolution days no 
D class of people equaled the Chris- 
’ tians in their fierce opposition 
to. the rotten, effete, hopeless, Manchu 
dynasty. As I was drinking tea with 
Elder Liu one afternoon, he remarked: 
“Ah! When Dr. Mateer taught us boys 
the Scriptures, what he taught us, and 
the way he taught it, put into us a tze 
wei [‘flavor’] of hatred of all injustice, 
official graft, dynastic prerogative, and 
irresponsible government!” Thus, un- 
der Dr. Calvin Mateer, master teacher, 
young Liu learned from the Bible (as 
he often told me later) to detest politi- 
cal tyranny, and passionately to love 
personal liberty. He and his fellow stu- 
dents, under that sturdy instruction, 
vowed, in the spirit of young Lincoln: 
“Oh, my God! If ever I get the chance 
to hit that thing, I'll hit it hard!” 
When the time struck, Liu knew that 
here was a righteous cause that was 
worth all of him, and he was keen to 
champion it at any cost. He did not 
need to be told, as I did tell him, what 
Woodrow Wilson (my old teacher, and 
then. President of the United States) 
wrote me: “This movement is the most 
significant, if not the most momentous, 
event of our generation.” 


A “Dangerous Opportunity” 


He did, not hesitate to put his time, 
and money, and planning, and prayers 
into the movement—and as a leader. 
For him, it was “crisis” (a Chinese char- 
acter composed of two _ ideographs, 
which means “dangerous opportunity”) 
of the first magnitude. 

He initiated the collecting of large 
subscriptions in villages and towns and 
cities for the Republican cause. To 
these he was a generous donor. He 
engineered the printing of an immense 
literature of tracts, pamphlets, leaflets, 
posters, and cartoons. He led the move- 
ment to cut queues, as a sign of throw- 
ing off the Manchu yoke. He planned 
with many leaders the strategy of prop- 
aganda. He organized the sudden seizure 
of walled cities in Shantung by the 
youth, especially by students, of the 
province. He smiled quietly and know- 
ingly when hundreds of Chinese master 
workmen, mechanics, and apprentices 
one night mysteriously disappeared from 
the “Deutsche Werft,” the great Mechan- 
ical School of the Germans, at Tsingtao, 
on which the German Government was 
utterly dependent. 

One reason for this was the outrageous 
conduct of the German Government, 
which broke international law in ac- 


And how he defied the German Prinz 


Heinrich, the Kaiser's sailor brother 


Last week Dr. Scott told of the early 
life and Christian education of Elder 
Liu Shu San, and how he deter- 
mined that, since he could not 
preach, he would be a businessman 
for Christ. In this second install- 
ment of the sketch, Dr. Scott de- 
scribes a historic meeting when 
Swen Yat Sen spoke in the Tsingtao 
church. The stories in this series 
will continue in later issues. 








tively, violently, co-operating with the 
Manchu regime to suppress the Republi- 
can movement, and to seize and kill 
leading patriots in the province, outside 
the Deutsche Gebeit, which was ostensi- 
bly neutral territory. Autocratic govern- 
ments sympathize with fellow autocrats; 
despotisms back despots. The Germans 
would telegraph to the Manchu Govern- 
ment to have soldiers board a train, 
bound from Tsingtao to the interior, as 
it passed the boundary of the “Kaiser- 
lische Kolonie.” There I have seen 
Manchu cavalrymen gallop up on their 
tough little Manchurian ponies to a way- 
side station, while the train delayed 
its start to accommodate them; search 
through the train, and drag out a revo- 
lutionist, and behead or shoot him on or 
near the railway platform. Fine team- 
work on this German railway line! 

Even more outrageous was the action 
of the German Government in sending 
its own troops far outside its own boun- 
daries into the adjacent counties of Lai 
Yang, Ping Tu, Koo Mi, and others, to 
overawe and quiet restless patriots. The 
partiality of the German Imperial col- 
ony was so biased and unfair in favor 
of the Manchu Government that it came 
within an ace of expelling from its ter- 
ritory, “for revolutionary activity against 
the Chinese monarchy,” several of our 
strongest Christians, of whom Elder Liu 
was chief. Their activity, however, in 
a technically neutral state, was then rec- 
ognized, the world over, as legitimate. 

So active and sinister and vindictive 
was the co-operation of the German with 
the Manchu Government, that repeat- 
edly it looked as if leading Christians 
of revolutionary tendencies in Tsingtao 
might be ground between the upper and 
nether millstones of two absolutisms. 
Liu, as leader,—undaunted, cool, and 
balanced — held the even tenor of his 
way, and kept on with his plans — mak- 
ing money for the Lord and for the Re- 
public-to-be. 


Matters for Liu and the Tsingtao 


church came to a climax when Swen 
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Yat Sen made his memorable trip to 
Peking, to unite the North with the 
South in the new and radical emprise 
—wunite it from the top. In order to 
insure that initial union, he patriotically 
yielded the provisional presidency of 
the Republic to Yuan Shih Kai (whom 
the Japs were later, by cunning schemes, 
to ruin). 

So pronounced had been the patriotic 
proclivities of the church at Tsingtao; 
so well were its members known for 
generous subscriptions and for impor- 
tant revolutionary activities, with Liu 
as heart and center of it all, that Swen 
Yat Sen felt it wise to go far out of his 
way, to pay them “an honor visit,” 
though it would have been much easier 
for him to have journeyed on his spe- 
cial train direct southward from Peking 
to Nanking. 

Incidentally, remember that long be- 
fore the Manchu Government had been 
defeated, the Tsingtao church, at Liu’s 
suggestion, had painted on the inside 
walls of their church building, “in the 
sanctuary,” a frieze composed of the 
seven symbolical “flowery flags” of the 
Republic-to-be. These flags—red, yel- 
low, blue, white, and black —faced the 
worshiper on every side. 


Interrupting an Important Journey 


In those days, when Swen had be- 
come the national hero,'when he had 
been invested by Yuan Shih Kai with 
extraordinary powers; when to him the 
massive sealed gates of the Forbidden 
City (through which none but emperors 
had ever pasSed) were thrown open; 
when his reception by the leaders of 
the city was enough to turn the head 
of any man; when he was charged with 
a weighty commission to mature and 
execute plans for providing China with 
a complete system of trunk railways, 
and was on his way south to work out 
the plan—it was at that period in his 
career, rushed for time, that he turned 
aside to go the whole length of this 
long east and west peninsular province 
to visit these Tsingtao Christians at the 
east end. 

Now it had been the custom of the 
German Government to have evéry dis- 
tinguished visitor met at the Central 
Railway Station by high dignitaries, ac- 
companied by a large and impressiye 
military band; also, by an honor guard 
of troops escorting the visitor to his place 
of sojourn. When Swen arrived on his 
special train—and the largest crowd in 
Tsingtao history turned out to receive 
him—it not only snubbed him; it ig- 
nored his presence. Also, knowing that 
the church had completed formal ar- 
rangements for Swen to address its mem- 
bers and friends, atid to entertain him 
and his wife and entourage at an elabo- 
rate tea and reception (and several 
wealthy and influential Chinese guilds 
were also to banquet him) —like a bolt 
out of the blue there came to us a big, 


(Continued on page 84) 
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The Revision of the Davis 
Dictionary 
(Continued from second page) 

lists the scholars from whom the author 
professes to have drawn extensively. It 
is noteworthy that the list which he 
gives includes scarcely a man who 
would accept the strong statements on 
the inspiration and authenticity of 
Scripture which are included in many 
articles taken over almost verbatim 
from Dr. Davis. Many of them have 
written books flatly denying verbal in- 
spiration. Such names as Robert Dick 
Wilson and Oswald T. Allis, scholars 
of the old Princeton who wrote ex- 
tensively in the defense of the Word of 
God, are conspicuous by their absence. 
No reference is made, for instance, to 
Dr. Wilson’s two volumes of “Studies in 
the Book of Daniel” which defend the 
authenticity of the book, or to Dr. Allis’s 
recent book entitled “The Five Books 
of Moses,” with its scholarly defense of 
the Mosaic authorship. The name of 
Melvin Grove Kyle, formerly Archeolog- 
ical Editor of THe Sunpay ScHooL, TIMES 
and author of various books on the in- 
tegrity of the Word of God, is also not 
found in the list. 

In view of the claim of the book to 
present the scholarly advances of the 
last twenty years, it is almost ludicrous 
to note the actual changes which have 
been made. Only in one point can the 
claim be reasonably maintained — in re- 
spect to the brief etymologies at the be- 
ginning of the articles. “Dr. Gehman is 
a. philologist, and his authority in this 
field should be considerable. The new 
material on ancient history rarely goes 
beyond what could be gleaned from the 
Encyclopedia Britannica. References to 
Palestinian archeology are seldom found. 
Though Albright is mentioned as one 
from whom the author has drawn ex- 
tensively, his excavations at Gibeah and 
Debir (Kirjath-Sepher) are not even 
mentioned in those articles. The article 
on Debir says, “Dhahariyeh, about 12 
miles s.w. of Hebron, has been accepted 
by many as the site”; no mention is made 
of the fact that in 1932 Albright made 
numerous soundings at that point and 
found “conclusive evidence that no for- 
tified town existed here in antiquity.” 
In the fourth edition Dr. Davis ended 
the article on Jerusalem with a column 
entitled “Modern Excavations.” Instead 
of enlarging this section to include in- 
vestigations made at Jerusalem since 
Dr. Davis wrote, Dr. Gehman omits the 
section altogether! The article on Jeri- 
cho fails to mention Garstang’s impor- 
tant discoveries relating to the sudden 
downfall of the walls; in fact, the ex- 
cavations are not even mentioned. The 
article on Sodom reproduces from Dr. 
Davis the evidences for a location at the 
southern end of the Dead Sea, but makes 
no mention whatever of the expedition 
of Kyle and Albright in 1924 and its 
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important discoveries. Similar instances 
of failure to refer to important discov- 
eries might be multiplied. The claim 
that the book gives one a knowledge of 
recent discoveries is simply not borne 
out. 

It is striking to compare some of the 
main articles in the 4th edition with 
those in the 5th and find that often 
the only changes consist of substituting 
Holy Spirit for Holy Ghost, reversing 
the order of two halves of a sentence, 
and changing Roman numerals into 
Arabic! The bulk of the dictionary re- 
mains unchanged. Dr. Davis did an ex- 
cellent job, and all Bible students are 
indebted to him for the valuable col- 
lection of material which he published. 

It is unfortunate that, while adding 
little that shows up-to-date research or 
modern scholarship, the Dictionary at 
so many points introduces modernistic 
unbelief which Dr. Davis explicitly re- 
jected. In its present form the book 
has become a sugar-coated pill admir- 
ably suited to the introduction of poi- 
sonous unbelief into.the minds of con- 
servative Bible believers who can be 
misled by the sound tone of the great 
bulk of the Dictionary. 

Comparison of the book with the older 
editions shows the striking change in 
Princeton Seminary since its reorgan- 
ization’ in 1929. The old attitude of 
triumphant assurance of the certainty of 
God’s Word is replaced by one of doubt 
and concession to unbelief. The old Dic- 
tionary gives a true, conservative pic- 
ture. This book gives a jumbled impres- 
sion, leaving one uncertain where to 
stand. It is a transition stages Unless 
a complete about-face is to be made, the 
next edition should logically carry the 
concessions to unbelief much further and 
remove most of the splendid Christian 
statements which this book retains from 
the older editions. 

It is indeed sad that this Bible Dic- 
tionary, and Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary ‘from which it has come, after 
having been such great instruments of 
blessing to God’s people, should now be 
changed into subtle devices to deceive 
God’s children and to tear down their 
faith in His Word. 


we 


When Elder Liu Welcomed 
Swen Yat Sen 


(Continued from page 83) 


official German Government envelope. 
It was signed by Prinz Heinrich, brother 
of the Kaiser (who was there command- 
ing Germarty’s crack Asiatic Cruiser 
Squadron); by Admiral Meyer von Wal- 
deck, Imperial Governor of the Naval 
“Kiautschow Kolonie”; and by a hard- 
faced, and fierce, mustachioed chief of 
police (whose name I now forget, but who 
was the prototype, in spirit and in view- 
point, of the present Gestapo chief). 
It reached us in the early morning of 
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the Sunday forenoon Swen was to ad- 
dress us. (He arrived Saturday after- 
noon.) And it banned the meeting; for- 
bade our assembling to hear the George 
Washington of China. 


We felt it was a bluff; resolved to 
take it. Promptly we phoned to the 
Administration Building. The Trio were 
there. This confirmed our conviction. 
We asked for the privilege of a con- 
ference. It was granted. The pastor, 
Liu, and I were ushered into the large 
and elegant inner office df the admiral 
(whom we had met often, socially, and 
on mission business). But the Trio, in 
their contemptuous ignorance, did not 
know with whom, in the person of Liu, 
they were dealing; did not understand 
the man of quiet and unassuming de- 
meanor, who possessed the respect and 
confidence of all who knew him; and he 
was well known in North China. 


Liu, the ideal Christian gentleman, 
was the hero of the occasion. Himself 
a careful and elegant dresser, he was 
immaculate and impressive as usual in 
his silken trousers and jacket, and bro- 
caded satin robe. Utterly fearless, 
steady and composed, he was quite un- 
abashed by the browbeating attitude and 
harsh tones of these “great ones.” Re- 
spectfully he listened to them, as they 
did most of the talking. Then, coolly, 
and in quiet, well-modulated tones, and 
looking the Prince straight in the eye, 
he said, with that innate dignity that 
characterized him: “Sir, you do not 
dare stop this celebration. We would 
advertise you to the whole world. We 
shall proceed with the meetings as 
scheduled !” 


Liu’s moral greatness was that of Lin- 
coln in a moral crisis. And the famous 
lines of Lowell about Lincoln in his 
noble “Commemoration Ode” flashed into 
our mind at that instant, .as applicable 
to Liu: 

“Fed from within 
With all the strength he needs.” 


After we had returned to the pastor’s 
study, we received a second note, “de- 
livered post-haste by a naval aide who 
sat in the Governor’s big black car, 
while two lackey-drivers, dressed in ex- 
pensive black leathern suits, handed the 
official missive to us. It was laughable. 
To save their “face,” the Trio indulged 
in a weak, final fling. Realizing that we 
intended to go ahead anyhow with: the 
proceedings as planned, and that they 
did not quite dare to interfere, they 
“graciously conceded” that the meetings 
might be held; “but we shall have our 
secret service men present. And, if 
there is any discussion, even mention, 
of such ideas as ‘Republic,’ ‘political 
freedom,’ ‘individual liberty,’ etc., they 
will break up the meetings”! 

Needless to say, there was plenty of 
mention before the crowd that packed 
the church and churchyard, of these 

(Continued on page 92) 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 18. TREASURES OF THE KINGDOM 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 12 to 14; printed text, Matthew 13:44-46; 14:13-21 


Golden Text.—E: ood gift - every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom 
gues — er is no at Ba = mag neither shadow of turning.—Jas. 1:17 


Kinc James VERSION 

Matt. 13:44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure 
hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, 
and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth 
that field. 

45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, 
seeking goodly pearls: 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and 
sold all that he had, and bought it. 

Chap. 14:13 When Jesus heard of ity he departed thence by 
ship into a desert place apart: and when the people had heard 
thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities. 

14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was 
moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick. 

15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, 
This is a desert place, and the time is now past; send the multi- 


tude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy theme 
selves victuals. 

16 But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye 
them to eat. 

17 And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and 
two fishes. 

18 He said, Bring them ‘hither to me. 

19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, 
and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to 
heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his dis- 
ciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 

20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of 
the fragments that remained twelve baskets full. 

21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, 
beside women and children. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission, 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE twelfth chapter of Matthew 
brings us to a crisis in connection 
with the Kingdom message. Up to 
this time, that Kingdom was declared 
to be at hand, because the King was 
in the midst of His people, and it was 
for them either to yield in loving obe- 
dience to Him, or to refuse to own His 
claims. While many of the “quiet in the 
land” (Psa. 35:20) heard Him with glad- 
ness (Mark 12:37) and bowed in sub- 
mission to His claims, the rulers and re- 
ligious leaders were, in the main, deter- 
mined to withstand Him and to spurn 
His message. In this chapter they reach 
the place where, in order to excuse their 
disohedience to His words, they blas- 
phemed against the Holy Spirit, in whose 
power all His works were done (Acts 
10:38) by attributing them to Beelzebub, 
the prince of the demons. In so doing, 
they rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves (Luke 7:30) and sealed their 
own doom. From that time on, Jesus 
spoke of another aspect of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, as He unfolded things “kept 
secret from the foundation of the world” 
(Matt. 13:35). So we have seven par- 
ables, in which are set forth the mys- 
teries of the Kingdom of Heaven, that 
is, the form the Kingdom would take 
in the absence of the King. In chapter 
14 we are told of Herod’s crime against 
God and man, in the murder of John 
the Baptist. In the feeding of the five 
thousand and the Lord’s care for His 
disciples, as they were on the stormy 
sea, we have a vivid dispensational pic- 
ture of the ascended Saviour, making 
intercession for His disciples as they are 
in the place of testing and tribulation, 
and His coming to them when the dan- 
ger is greatest and the night darkest. 
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From this time on, He no longer speaks 
of the Kingdom as at hand. It is rather 
the opposite. The Kingdom awaits the 
repentance of Israel in a future day, 


The Historical Setting 


The events recorded in chapter 12:1- 
21 took place in the region of Caper- 
naum, during the spring of A.D. 28, 
according to what would seem to be the 
best authorities, while the incidents de- 
scribed in the rest of the chapter oc- 


curred later in, the year, in the same 


locality. The Lord was still in that 
region when He gave forth the seven 
parables of chapter 13, in the late 
autumn. Chapter 14 brings us into the 
winter of A.D. 29, and the scene is laid 
on both sides of the Sea of Galilee. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 13:44.—“The kingdom of heaven 
is like unto treasure hid in a field.” This 
introduces the fifth parable of the seven 
recorded in this chapter. Taken together, 
these give a remarkable picture of the 
inception and progress of the Kingdom 
of Heaven during the King’s absence, 
both in its inward spiritual and outward 
temporal aspects. Israel is God’s peculiar 
treasure (Exod. 19:5; Psa. 135:4) to 
whom the Lord came in lowly grace. 
But they were not ready to receive 


‘Him. Nevertheless, for their sakes, He 


went to the cross and there purchased, 
not alone the elect nation, but the field, 
the world, in which the treasure is for 
the present hidden, to be brought forth 
in the coming day of manifestation, 
when God’s present work of taking out 


‘from among the Gentiles a people to the 


name of His Son is concluded (Acts 
15: 14-18). 

Verses 45, 46.—“A merchant man, seek- 
ing goodly pearls.” Contrary to the 
ideas of many, the sinner is not the mer- 
chantman. He has nothing wherewith 
to purchase, nor is God offering salva- 
tion to those who can afford to buy. The 


‘saying, . 
‘Evening drew on and the disciples be- 


Lord Jesus is the Buyer, as in the pre- 
vious parable. The “pearl of great price” 
is the Church — that mystery which was 
yet to be revealed through Paul (Eph. 
3:3-7). Calvary was the markét place 
where the Lord sold all that He had — 
gave Himself, in fact—in order that He 
might purchase this pearl and make it 
His own forever. To interpret this par- 
able so as to make Christ the pearl and 
the sinner the merchantman is to per- 
vert the message of the Gospel, which 
tells of salvation offered without money 
and without price (Isa. 55:1) to those 
who have no merit to offer, nor any as- 
sets wherewith to purchase (Rom. 4: 
4, 5). 


Chap. 14:13—“When Jesus heard of 
it,” that is, of Herod’s barbarous assas- 
sination of John the Baptist. He saw, in 
this, increasing evidence of His own re- 
jection, so left Capernaum and withdrew 
to the neighborhood of Bethsaida-Julias 
(Luke 9:10), farther east, but still on 
the northern shore of the Sea of Gal- 
ilee. 

Verse 14.—‘Jesus ... saw a great mul- 
titude, and was moved with compassion.” 
An eager throng learned of His where- 
abouts and went to Him from the near- 
by cities and villages. Many were sick 
and in distress. The heart of the Lord 
went out to them and He healed their 
sick and preached the Word to them 
(Luke 9:11). 


Verse 15.—“His disciples came... 
. . send the multitude away.” 


came concerned about the vast throng, 
who were without provisions and many 
far from their homes. Hence their con- 
cern that the Lord Jesus should dismiss 
them and send them away before night 
fell. How little they realized the re- 
sources that were in Him! 


Verse 16—“They need not depart; 


give ye them to eat.” The answer of 
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the Lord Jesus Christ must have seemed 
strange indeed to the anxious disciples 
who saw no adequate provision in sight. 
But Augustine’s words are ever true, 
“God’s commandments are God’s en- 
ablings,” and it was God manifest in 
flesh who was there that day. 


Verse 17—“We have here but five 
loaves, and two fishes.” The bewildered 
disciples had made some preliminary in- 
vestigation and discovered a lad with 
this small supply (John 6:9). But there 
seemed to be nothing suitable fo Set 
before so vast a multitude. 


Verse 18.—“Bring them hither to me.” 
What a difference it makes when we 
bring our little and place it in His om- 
nipotent hands! This was the lesson 
they were to learn that day. 


Verse 19.—“He took the five loaves, 
and the two fishes, .. . blessed, and brake, 
and gave.” Note the order: Jesus ac- 
cepted the food which the boy entrusted 
to the disciples; after the throng had 
been seated in an orderly way, the Sav- 
iour gave thanks and thus blessed the 
bread and the fishes, then broke the 
bread and gave it to His disciples, who 
passed it on to the multitude. 


Verse 20.—“They took up of the frag- 
ments that remained twelve baskets 
full.” After all had been satisfied, there 
were enough fragments left to fill as 
many baskets as there were apostles! 
It was a striking evidence of the power 
of Him who had come to satisfy the 
poor with bread (Psa. 132:15). 

Verse 21—“About five thousand men, 
beside women and children.” There is 
no way of telling just how many were 
fed that day. The five thousand in- 
cluded only the men. Doubtless, these 
were in the majority, but evidently many 
women and children participated in the 
impromptu feast, which was intended to 
demonstrate the Messiahship of Jesus 
Christ. 


The Heart of the Lessen 


The parables of the hid treasure and 
of the pearl of great price demonstrate 
how precious men are in the eyes of 
God, who gave His Son to redeem and 
save them. The feeding of the multi- 
tude not only testifies to the compassion 
of Christ for needy men and women, 
but also tells out His creatorial power 
and Godhead. As He satisfied the hun- 
gry throng that day, so He satisfies the 
souls of those who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness. His resources are 
infinite. Let us not limit Him by our 
lack of faith. 


A Lesson Outline 
A Crisis In ISRAEL 

The rejection of the Lord Jesus by the 
Leaders (chap. 12:1-21) 

Christ’s works attributed to Satanic 
power (vs. 22-24) 

The dead line crossed for Israel (vs. 25- 
45) 

The wider outlook (vs. 46-50) 
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Last Week's Lesson 
@. February 11.—Jesus and the Twelve. 
Matthew 10 and 11 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. February 25.—Jesus, the Son of God. 
Matthew 16 and 17 
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The mysteries of the Kingdom in its 
new form (chap. 13) 
Christ’s closing testimony (chap. 14) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Seven Parables. These set forth 
secrets concerning the Kingdom not pre- 
viously revealed. It was not fitting that 
they should be made known until the 
definite rejection of the King by Israel. 
He Himself was the Sower of the first 
parable. The effects of that sowing 
were that comparatively few received 
the Word in faith. The second parable, 
of the wheat and the tares, shows the 
twofold activity that would prevail — the 
work carried on by God’s true servants 
and that fostered by Satan, introducing 
false professors into the earthly aspect 
of the Kingdom. The third parable is 
a picture of Christendom, a great devel- 
opment from a very small beginning. 
The Kingdom (or sphere of profession) 
has become a great worldly power in 
the world, in which the emissaries of 
Satan find refuge. The parable of the 
leaven sets forth the corruption of the 
truth by the false church through the 
centuries, until every Christian doctrine 
has become perverted. These four par- 
ables were spoken by the seaside. The 
last three were uttered inside the house 
and form a complete trio. We have con- 
sidered those of the hid treasure, and 
of the pearl. The last of the series is 
that of the drag-net. This tells of Gos- 
pel activity throughout the centuries — 
fishing for men. Many professing to be 
saved are unreal. The separation will 
be made at the end of the age. 


Summaries and Applications 


One may be in the sphere of the King- 
dom of Heaven, like tares growing up 
among the wheat, and yet not be a true 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
own personal Saviour. Have we all 
trusted Him for ourselves? 


If God’s salvation were for sale, we 
would all. be. too poor to buy it. So He 
offers it freely to all who will come as 
penitent sinners and receive Christ by 
faith. 

In order to make us His own by re- 
demption, as well as by creation and by 
covenant, our Lord Jesus went to the 
cross to lay down His life, that all who 
believe in Him might live eternally. 

Christ provides the food wherewith to 
satisfy the needs of the spiritually hun- 
gry, but He looks to us to pass it on to 
the people. 

When the disciples questioned the pos- 
sibility of providing bread for so many, 
they reckoned without God, who was in 
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Christ, reconciling the world unto Him- 
self. 

In the multiplication of the loaves, we 
see our Lord’s creatorial power dis- 
played. As He multiplies the seed sown 
in the ground to produce a great harvest, 
so He multiplied the five loaves to pro- 
vide sufficient food for all. 


To the heavenly city there are twelve 
gates, and we are told that “every sev- 
eral gate was of one pearl,” thus speak- 
ing of the preciousness of the Church to 
Christ, who gave all that He had to re- 
deem us to Himself. 


At present, Israel, God’s peculiar 
treasure, is hidden in the field of the 
world, to be brought forth in beauty at 
the return of her once-rejected Messiah. 

CuHIcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is meant by “the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven’? 


2. What is the “treasure” hidden in 
the field? 
3. Of what does the “pearl of great price” 
speak? , 
4. Who is the “merchant man,” and what 
was the price he paid for the treasure and 
the pearl? 


5. Why did the Lord Jesus tell the dis- 
ciples to give the multitude food when He 
knew they had none to give? 

6. What lesson may we learn from the 
fact that “they took up . .. the fragments 
that remained”? ss 


7. How may Christians help to feed the 
“multitudes” today? 


(Answers on page 89) 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corne: 
By William H. Ridgway 


What Beats a Tin Mine?—The king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a treasure 
hid in a field (Matt. 13:44). The King- 
dom of Heaven is such a wonderfully 
delightful place in which to spend eter- 
nity, and God’s love for the children of 
men is so overwhelming, that He gave 
His beloved Son to die that no one 
should miss it. 

So the Lord Jesus exhausts metaphors 
in telling about it. The Lord came from 
the Kingdom of Heaven and: He knows 
how glorious it is. There is nothing on 
earth anywhere near a fair comparison. 
In today’s lesson He uses the things of 
greatest value in the mind of the folks 
of His day. 

Here Heaven is compared with hidden 
wealth. There are two great stories 
that turn on hidden treasure. One is 
Stevenson’s “Treasure Island” and the 
other is Dumas’s “Count of Monte- 
Cristo.” Both of these are “Sit-up-all- 
night” stories, and after all the years 
still remain in the “best seller” class. 

Notwithstanding the fact, as Lowell 
sings, 

















———— 





Lesson for February 18 


Bubbles we buy with a whole soul’s 

tasking: 

"Tis Heaven alone that is given away, 
’Tis only Gol may be had for the asking. 
Yet men are more interested in the 

mineral kingdom than they are in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. If I should drop 
in upon a group of men discussing the 
news, and begin to talk about the King- 
dom of Heaven, there would be small 
interest even if the group did not, one 
by one, slip out and away on me. 

But if I should say, “I was at the, aban- 
doned Gap nickel mines the other day 
and picked up some rejected ore. The 
assayer tells me it is rich in tin.” The 
whole group would be alert and “up on 
their toes” at once. Tin is one metal 
not found in quantities in the U.S.A. or 
Canada, and the U.S.A. needs tin badly 
as I write. 

The same reaction would be had if I 
should say, “I was up at the French 
Creek and found some ‘stones’ that have 
turned out to be manganese.” “Where 
is the Gap?” “Where is French Creek?” 
would be the cry. These two metals 
are “treasures” indeed in the U.S.A. 

But none of the men to whom I might 
talk about Heaven is likely to ask, 
“Where? How do-you get there?” Yes, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is like “tin” and 
“manganese,” hid in a field, and the 
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United States Steel and the Bethlehem 
Steel Company would “with joy” get 
busy and “buyeth hat field.” Jesus says 
the Kingdom of Heaven is something like 
that, but cannot be bought. 


The Real Riches.—Bring them hither 
to me (chap 14:18). There are other 
treasures hid in the earth and locked up 
in the sea. When you get down to the 
traditional “brass tacks,” these other 
treasures are the more necessary for 
man. Out at Fort Knox in Kentucky 
there is hid in the earth sixteen billions 
($16,000,000,000) of dollars in gold. 

As I write, in 1942, our country has 
produced so much wheat there is not 
room in barn, storehouse, and elevator 
to take care of it. So in some sections 
farmers are renting tourist cabins in 
which to put the wheat and other grain. 
The rent is six cents a bushel, so it is 
said. 

In the miracle of the feéding of the 
5,000 with five loaves and two fishes, 
the food is multiplied on the instant. 
The multiplication in field and water, 
while slower, is just as possible. Every 
summer the action of “dirt,” sunshine, 
and rain is also a miracle, since no one 
can explain how this field miracle is done 
any more than explain the miracle in 
the Lord’s hands. 
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As for the fishes, how they do multiply 
and fill the waters with great “schools” ! 
Great populations get their whole life 
from the miracle of the rice fields and 
the fecundity of the sea. 

The Bible tells us the grain repro- 
duces “an hundredfold.” Those tin and 
manganese deposits we talked about in 
the first paragraph do not reproduce. One 
summer we were in Yellowstone Park. 
While there we took a ride on the Yel- 
lowstone Lake. It was virtually alive 
with salmon trout. I sat on the shore 
and saw fishermen catch three and four 
at once. The lines they hire have three 
and four hooks on them. That sort of 
fishing was no sport. It was like lifting 
salt mackerel out of a barrel with a 
bag hook. We laughed at the men hav- 
ing their photographs taken holding a 
great “catch” of fish. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, by admonition, 
illustration, and miracle, tries to tie us 
up to His Kingdom. “Bring them... 
to me,” He says of the loaves and fishes. 
In His hands a wonderful thing hap- 
pened. “Bring them to me,” He says of 
the lost ones. And then, oh, how He 
multiplies them for usefulness. From 
“liabilities” they become “assets.” 


With the Lapidary—When he. had 


_ found one pearl of great price . . . bought’ 


it (v. 46). Maiden Lane is a short street 
off Broadway .in lower’ New York City. 
This little street is under the watchful 
care of the country’s greatest detective 
agency. No professional crook dares to 
show his thieving face on the street 
called Maiden Lane. 

Maiden Lane contains the offices of 
the leading gem dealers of the country. 
In the safes of the street are stored mil- 
lions of dollars worth of gems and pearls. 
One day I was in the office of a Maiden 
Lane gem dealer hunting some informa- 
tion about precious stones. I had been 
reading Ruskin, who tells of the signifi- 
cance of diamonds, rubies, emeralds, and 
they have a religious story and a mean- 
ing. 

In one corner of the big office was a 
cage in which sat a bald little old man, 
Before him was a table covered with 
some sort of black cloth. On the cloth 
were many pearls of all sizes. He had 
a little troughlike affair before him in 
which he was carefully putting pearls. 
He was “matching” pearls for a neck- 
lace to grace some fair lady’s neck. 
In the middle of the row of pearls 
was one lovely larger one. On each 
side, the pearls grew smaller in a 
gradual taper. This “matching” was 
the nice job of the old expert. I was 
told that the value of the string of 
pearls was largely regulated by the cost 
of the big pearl in the middle. 

This big, beautiful, precious pearl was 
the “goodly” pearl, the pearl that sold 
the necklace. When Mrs. Five Millions 
wears the necklace at some function, she 
excites the envy of Mrs. Ten Millions. 
So Mrs: Ten Millions goes to . Lapi- 
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dary and orders him to make her a neck- 
lace that shall excel that of Mrs. Five 
Millions. 


Mr. Lapidary starts out to find a 
“goodly” pearl about which to build the 
necklace for Mrs. Ten Millions. After 
awhile he locates a goodly pearl] of great 
price. I would not say that he “went 
and sold all that be had, and bought it,” 
but he did it the modern way. He bor- 
rowed the money from his bank and put 
all that-he had for “collateral.” “Spouted 
his securities,” as the broker says. 


Jesus is telling you that if you really 
knew just what “the kingdom of heaven” 
actually is, you would understand why 
He as Mr. Lapidary was giving all that 
He had to redeem the pearl of great 
price, His church. (Eph. 5: 25-27.) 

COATESVILLE, PA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: When Jesus Fed Hungry 
People (Matt. 14:13-21). 
Quiz 
1. What did the Lord Jesus do when He saw 
the great multitude? 
2. What did the disciples say to the Lord 
Jesus that evening? 
3. What did the Lord Jesus answer them? j 
4. How much food did they have? 
5. What did the Lord do with the five loaves 
and two fishes? 
6. How many people were fed? 
7. How much food was gathered up after they 
had eaten? 


HIS is a very easy lesson to picture 

as we have been doing, so try your 
own hand at it. Or draw a picture on 
the blackboard of the five loaves and 
two fishes, and teach the lesson from 
that. 

John tells us a little iad had the five 
loaves and two fishes. This lends a 
touch that appeals to a child. It was 
probably the lad’s lunch that a thought- 
ful mother had put up for him. He 
heard the disciples talking about what 
to do for food, and he was willing to 
share what he had. And how miracu- 
lously Christ used his gift! And today 
the Lord Jesus Christ will use every 
gift brought to Him by willing hearts, 
and He will multiply them even as He 
did the loaves and fishes the little lad 
gave to Him. 

It is not the size of the gift we bring, 
but the willing heart that makes it of 
value to the Lord. The little child’s 
penny is precious in the Lord’s sight, if 
it is all the child has, and if it comes 
from a loving heart. Of course, if the 
child had a dollar and spent ninety-nine 
cents for his own things, the Lord knows 
that child loved Him only one cent’s 
worth, and somehow God’s arithmetic 
doesn’t multiply such a gift. 

The Lerd Jesus Christ is God the Son, 
and He has all power today to do mir- 
acles, even as He did when He was 
here on garth. We cannot tell how He 
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multiplied that little boy’s lunch, but 
the proof of it was that over five thou- 
sand people were fed. 

We do not know how God has multi- 
plied the small gifts of loving hearts 
into great results on many mission fields, 
and in many churches here in the home- 
land, but God has power to do it, and 
He does it. 

He also takes little lives and makes 
them great. Won’t you let Him have 
all of your life? 

A long time ego I heard this story. A 
large church needed a new building, 
and they were all agreed about that, 
but whenever they began to plan to 
build, the members got into all sorts 
of disagreements about how and what 
to build. The minister was at his wit’s 
end, and appointed a day of prayer, to 
which very few members came. But 
one devout woman went and took her 
little five-year-old girl, as she had no 
one with whom to leave her. As they 
prayed, the child began to understand 
that it was about building a new church. 
When they went home, she asked many 
questions about it, and -then she was 
very quiet. 

The next morning her mother missed 
her, and in a frenzy went to find her. 
It was not hard to follow her little foot- 
tracks, but what was that other track 
that went along with her marks? The 
mother followed her to the minister’s 
house, and there in the front yard was 
tiny little Mary with her wheelbarrow, 
a toy one, and in it were two brick. 
She was talking to the minister, and 
the tears were running down his cheeks. 
She had brought the two bricks to start 
the new church. He told the story in 
the morning service on the following 
Sunday. God touched’ hearts, and mul- 
tiplied Mary’s two bricks into a beauti- 
ful new church building. 

Mopesto, CAtirF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HE circles, suggestive of “The earth 

is full of the goodness of the Lord,” 
if made for the lesson of January 28, 
may be used again. What additions 
would pupils make of good things re- 
ceived since then? Teach the new Mem- 
ory Verse: “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lighis” (Jas. 
3: 37). 

Show a pieture of a foreign, homeless 
family. Indicating a child in the pic- 
ture, ask if his circle would have all 
the good things yours does? Why not? 
What part of the Lord’s Prayer do you 
think this family may be most often 
repeating?. 
bread.”) I wonder if the Lord’s words 
in Matthew 6 would comfort them. 
(Have one child read verses 25, 26; an- 
other, 28-30; and a third, verse 33.) Per- 


(“Give us this day our daily - 
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haps this war has made them realize 
that they cannot get these things them- 
selves. Perhaps they are ready to trust 
God and live His way. Will God drop 
good gifts of food and clothing to them 
right out of the sky? 

There is a story in the Bible of how 
the Lord Jesus gave a great many peo- 
ple food in a way that no man could 
do, yet He had men help Him—a boy 
was His most important helper. Let us 
follow in imagination. The Lord and 
His friends are sailing off across the 
Sea of Galilee to a country place to get 
away from the crowds who have pressed 
about Him for some time. While they 
are crossing, let us see if we can name 
the twelve friends. (Fingers may be 
used to keep count up to twelve.) While 
we've been thinking so hard on the 
names, and while the ship has been 
moving over the blue waves, what do 
you suppose the people have been do- 
ing? Groups of them saw where the 
ship was headed, and now the people 
are thronging along the shore of the 
lake. When the Lord Jesus lands, there 
are the crowds again, yes, and there 
are sick folks, too. The Lord is so sorry 
for them, He gives up the rest-time 
He had planned, and heals the sick, and 
teaches the people. : 

It is getting late, and still the crowds 
haven’t started home. The disciples 
think that the Lord should send the 
people away because there is nothing 
to eat out there in the country. What 
is the Lord saying? Find it in Matthew 
14:16. The disciples must be some sur- 
prised, for how much food do they tell 
Him they have? (v. 17.) Here’s some- 
thing interesting: Who has that bread 
and fish? (John 6:9.) He could eat 
them all for supper himself! But see 
what Jesus says in Matthew 14:18. And 
the boy lets the Lord have his. whole 
lunch! What does the Lord Jesus do 
with it? (vs. 19-21.) How the Lord 
stretches that little food to feed all those 
people! Do you notice how the Lord 
uses His disciples as waiters to help 
Him distribute the food? 

Does the Lord want to feed the peo- 
ple in Europe and Asia like the family 
in our picture? How is He going to do 
it—drop bread and rice out of the sky 
to them? (Lead the children to see how 
the Lord can use their nickels and dimes 
to supply bread and rice, and how men 
are organized to take the money, secure 
the food, and distribute it. If it is con- 
sonant with the pupils’ incomes, each 
may be encouraged to save from his 
own weekly allowance enough to buy 
a Joaf of bread. The money next Sun- 
day may be laid as an offering on the 
table before the poster picture, each con- 
tribution being covered by a small cut- 
out picture of a loaf of bread or other 
article of food of the value of the con- 
tribution.) What fun to be a helper 
of the Lord Jesus and to give! 
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Lesson for February 18 


5 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 86) 

1. The previously hidden but now re- 
vealed secret of Heaven’s rule over earth, 
both in the rule of Christ in human hearts 
now, and in His future government which 
will be set up in the world later. 

2. It is Israel, God’s special treasure, hid- 
den among the Gentiles. 

3. Of the Church, the Bride of Christ, 
which is so precious to Him that He gave 


His life for her rdemption. 


4. Christ Himself, who gave His life to 
redeem both Israel and the Church to Him- 
self. 

5. To bring them to the end of their own 
resources so He could work. 


6. God does not bless wastefulness. 


7. We feed the multitudes as we help 
them to know what God says in the Bible. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 

ustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
cli d from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 

t the tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

If God Forgot.—Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning (Jas. 1:17, Golden 
Text). 

If God forgot the world — 

Forgot, for just one day, — ¢ 

Forgot to send the sunshine 

And change the night to day, 


Forgot to make the flowers grow, 
Forgot the birds and bees, 
Forgot to send the sweetness 
Of the south wind in the trees, 
- Forgot to give us friendships, 
Forgot to send us rain, 
. Forgot to give the children play, 
Forgot to soften pain, 
What would happen to this world and us? 
. Would we still be gay, 
If God should forget — 
Forget for just one day? 
—From Church News. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Love Knows No Price Too Great.— 
Went and sold all that he had, and 
bought it’ (Matt. 13:46, R.V.). There is 
much that is inspiring, as it is pathetic, 
in the advertisement of a laborer and 
his wife, in a small Michigan town, seek- 
ing news of a vanished daughter. This 
humble couple offer to give “all they 
possess” for news leading to her recov- 
ery. As an earnest of good faith they 
append an inventory of their entire pos- 
sessions. It is not a long list: a cottage 
home and furniture worth $1,400 and 
paid for out of a lifetime’s earnings; 
$200 in bank, the father’s silver watch, 
and the mother’s wedding ring. For the 
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restoration to their arms ‘of the loved 
daughter, they will gladly surrender all. 
Homeless and penniless they will cheer- 
fully start life all over again. For love, 
this laborer and his wife find no material 
price too great to pay, no sacrifice worth 
counting. They are like the wise man 
in the parable — glad to sell all that he 
had in order to buy the pearl of great 
price—From the Expositor. Sent by L. 
G. James, Toronto, Can. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


. 

God Knows and Cares.—And Jesus 
went forth, and saw a great multitude, 
and was moved with compassion toward 
them (Matt. 14:14). Many years ago, 
New York had a murder mystery which 
was finally solved by the arrest of sev- 
eral notorious criminal characters. Jack 
Rose. was one of them. After the case 
was settled and the convicted criminals 
had found place in prison, I heard Jack 
Rose say something like this: “I always 
believed that there must be a great God 
somewhere, but when I gave Him 
thought I felt He was so far away and 
so occupied with great things He knew 
nothing about me. I am sure I never 
would have become a criminal if the 
thought had ever entered my mind that 
God cared anything about me.” Oh, but 
He does! And about you! You haven't 
a problem in which He is not interested, 
or a burden that He is not willing to 
carry.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Brought to Christ by Scrubology.— 
But Jesus said unto them, They need 
not depart; give ye them to eat (Matt. 
14:16). A testimony given at a Salva- 
tion Army meeting is suggestive: “I 
don’t want no preaching,” said a sick 
woman to me when I went to see her 
one morning. “I am not much of a 
hand to preach,” said I, “but I can make 
a cup of tea with anybody,” and with 
that I crossed over to the stove, started 
the fire, and made her one. Then I put 
on some oatmeal for her three little 
children’s breakfast (her husband had 
gone off to work early and couldn’t at- 
tend to things), and while it was cook- 
ing I tidied them up so nicely that they 
didn’t know themselves. Not one word 
did I say to that woman about her soul, 
but now she comes to our meetings reg- 
ularly, and our captain says she was 
converted, not by theology, but by my 
scrubology—From “Topical  Illustra- 
tions,” by J. E. Denton. Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


Not His Stature, but God’s.—And they 
say unto him, We have here but five 
loaves, and two fishes (Matt. 14:17). 
Several years ago in a midwestern con- 
ference the bishop had many requests 
from leading churches for a certain min- 
ister to fill their pulpits. One day the 
hishop turned to this man, who was 
small of stature, and asked: “How can 
a man as little as you be in demand by 
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all the great pulpits of this conference?” 
Without hesitation the minister replied: 


“T am a very lit (nam buthl fave oe 
mighty big God.” To kpow je havea, 


big God is the secret of success. ‘The 
disciples wondered how Jesus could 


‘feed all that multitude with five loaves 


and two fishes. But they failed to see 
the working power of a great Christ. 
The loaves and fishes, plus Christ, could 
feed all that crowd and fill twelve bas- 
kets of fragments. When we allow Him, 
God performs wonders.—From the Up- 
per Room. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; and Emma Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. Y. 


Our Job Is to Distribute.—And he . 
gave the loaves to his disciples, and the 
disciples to the multitude (Matt. 14:19). 
You will notice that Jesus did not feed 
the multitude. He created the food and 
asked His disciples to distribute it. Jesus 
was the Creator—not the waiter — at 
this banquet. Jesus créated salvation 
in His death on the cross. That is the 
food that will feed the spiritual hunger 
of this world! But the task of distribut- 
ing it is in the hands of His followers. 
—From Billy Sunday. Sent by L: G. 
James, Toronto, Can.; and Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


God’s Careful Economy.—They took up 
of the fragments that remained twelve 
baskets full (Matt. 14:20). In John’s ac- 
count of this miracle he says that Jesus 
adds, after telling the disciples to gather 
up the fragments, “that nothing be lost.” 
In one of his books, the great naturalist 
Fabre illustrates by means of the acorn 
the economy of God. He explains how 
the acorn becomes the birthplace and 
early home of the elephant beetle; how 
the elephant beetle becomes the favorite 
food of the blackbird; how the field 
mouse takes his share of the acorns and 
the pigs their share to turn into the 
choicest bacon; and so man receives his 
share. What is left, the soil takes back 
to itself, to make the mother tree 
stronger, so that it will be better able 
to serve the bird, beast, and man. Not 
an acorn is wasted. The prodigal son 
sinned in that he wasted. Saving is as 
important as giving; for if we do not 
save our money, health, and time, we 
cannot give. Extravagance in the use of 
the gifts God has given does not please 
Him, for it does not fit in with the re- 
markable economy of God.—From To- 
day. Sent by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

v2 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Your Influence Lives On 





By subscribing to an American Bible 
Seciety Annuity Agreement you not only 
open the way to guard and influence his 
young life after you are gone, you help bring 
light into the lives of countless others 
less fortunate. 

Yes, under this Annuity Plan, your 
mite becomes truly mighty. And what 
could give you greater satisfaction than 
this — that your money, carefully invested, 
provides regular payments for the future 







AN 
INCOME 
ASSURED 





education or security of a loved one, 
guiding and inspiring him- through his 
life —- and, when the obligation is dis- 
charged, goes to distribute the Bible to 
those in need everywhere, in this country 
and in foreign lands! 

Thus your light shines on long after 
you are gone! 

For full details, send today for “A Gift 
That Lives,” the booklet that tells how you 
can both give and receive at the same time! 


Mail This Coupon Today Without Fail 
American Bible Society, a 
Bible House, New York 22, N. Y. 


(J Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-31 
entitled “A Gift That Lives? 
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C) I enclose $ for the world-wide distribution of the 
Scriptures. 
Name. 
Address. Denomination 
\ City State 








Cntsiipedineibananesepenas 


February 3, 1945 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, Thou hast treasures untold in 
Thy Kingdom, and Thou hast allowed 
us to know of some of them. We would 
serve Thee far more faithfully than we 
ever have done, understanding more 
fully the realities of Thy Kingdom. Help 
us to appreciate its treasures, and to 
make our own lives centers of interest 
in the way in which we communicate 
the blessing of Thy gifts as they touch 
the lives of others. May we be thank- 
ful to Thee in inspiring service to those 
about us as we convey to them in these 
days of great need the blessings that 
Thou hast prepared for those who love 
Thee and serve Thee. We ask this in 
Thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is a kind of 
darkness over the earth today, but it is 
not all darkness. There is light for those 
who will have the vision to see it, and 
who trust in the One who bestows the 
blessed light of His continuing presence 
upon a world which neéds Him so much. 
In this time of great uncertainties in 
the world we do have a wonderful cer- 
tainty in the presence of our Lord. This 
is one of the treasures of the Kingdom 
of which we do not ever need to have 
any doubt. .When you awake in the 
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early morning and gather your thoughts 
for the day, do you often say to your- 
self, 

Still, still with Thee, when purple morning 

breaketh, 
When the bird waketh, and the shadows 
flee; ... 

The Lord’s will doesn’t turn with the 
shadows, but it is a fixed light of the 
Son of righteousness shining upon our 
weakness and speaking to us of His 
strength day by day. Is He your light 
in times of darkness? Is the news from 
the armed forces heavy with :worry for 
you? Let Him speak to you His own 
words of comfort, and of light, and of 
strength and assurance as you face the 
new day. Do you just look up to Him, 
and say, “He knows the way He taketh, 
and I will walk with Him”? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 

Curist1an YOUTH is THE SUNDAY 
Scnoot TrMes paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen-age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for eight weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia 5. 
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Lesson for February 18 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, many years ago a little 

boy was stolen from his nurse and 
carried away to a hiding place. He was 
the child of wealthy parents, and every 
known method was employed to recover 
him, but without success. Private de- 
tectives were engaged, and the Federal 
Government put its sleuths into the 
search. Every nook and cranny of these 
United States, Canada, and Mexico was 
explored, and the hunt was extended 
across the seas. Newspapers all over the 
world published accourats of the kid- 
naping and, from time to time, progress 
of the search, as now and then through 
the years some false ¢lew would appear 
and be exploded. Scores of babies were 
found and reported. The frantic father 
was kept going here and there to iden- 
tify a child that proved not to be his 
own. The father gave up his active 
business to devoté his whole time to the 
search. He spent his fortune, then sold 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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out his business, his home, and every 
available asset — all to recover his child 
— without avail. The years rolled on, 
—ten, twenty, thirty, forty,—and the 
father died, brokenhearted and penni- 
less. He literally gave his life and all 
that he had to find his son. 

This incident will help you, fellows, 
to understand the parable of the hid 
treasure, which Jesus told to help us 
understand what the Kingdom of Heaven 
is like; to understand better the meaning 
of John 3:16; to know what He meant 
when He said, “For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” See Luke 19:9, 10, and you will 
note He said that in connection with the 
saving of Zacchzeus, “forsomuch as he 
also is a son of Abraham.” 

The Lord Jesus Christ looked down 
from Heaven and saw this wicked old 
world. ‘True, He looked upon a world 
of sin and deep darkness; but He also 
saw within it souls who would give Him 
the love and loyalty of their hearts and 
lives. He saw men and women and 
young people who would lay down their 
lives for Him in death if called upon to 
do it. He saw those who would live 
their lives for Him— who would pre- 
sent their “bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God,” which was their 
reasonable service (Rom: 12:1). 

He saw all this, and He said it was 
worth everything to obtain. So He gave 
up all that He might pay His own life 
a ransom for it. In the general sense 
it means Christ purchasing His Church; 
it is the Bridegroom seeking His bride. 
In the individual sense (and that is 
where you and I are most directly in- 
terested) it is the Redemer seeking the 
sinner; it is the Father seeking the prodi- 
gal son. Jesus told Philip “he that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father” (John 
14:9). He looked upon that poor palsied 
man and said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee” (Mark 2:5). 

But this is the most wonderful of all: 
He looks upon you and upon me with 
all our sinful nature and all our faults, 
and He sees something hidden, deep 
down beneath the surface, that He is 
willing to die for — and did die for. Has 
your heart responded to that, fellows? 


- When it does, then you will give Him 


your all. Then will you truly become 

the temple of the Holy Spirit. Then 

you will surely do exploits for Him. 
JACKSONVILLE, N. C, 


My Class of Girls 

By Beatrice E. Borchardt\ 

TREASURES OF THE KINGDOM 
HRIST is the center of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. It includes the Jews; 
it ineludes you and me and all who come 
to Christ in faith; all those who have 
believed in Him, and those who some 
day will believe; and it includes also 
all the wonderful blessings of the 
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Heavenly Father. It is a present reality 
and a future goal. It operates in hu- 
man hearts under the direction and 
power of the Holy Spirit, and it will 
operate later on under the direct ruler- 
sHip of the Lord. 

The lesson verses view the treasures 
of the Kingdom from several, angles: 
Israel is God’s treasure (Matt. 13:44; 
Psa. 135:4; Isa. 43:1-7). Believers are 
JOHN E BROWN LL.D. Pres. Christ’s treasure (Matt. 13:45, 46; Eph. 

SILOAM SPRINGS. ARK 1:4). Read all of Ephesians 1 to see 
- what it means to be the Lord’s chosen; 
Wanted at the Christian Sanatorium predestinated, redeemed ones. Christ is 
Youn God’s greatest treasure (Matt. 3:2, 17; 

g men and oung women to take train- I 13:12: 28:16: 1 Pet. 2:7). God h 
ing in practical Psychiatric Nursing. Write >, SRE Se a eo hag) 9.8 = 

DIRECTOR OF NURSES treasures for those who believe, and 

these must be shar¢d with others (Matt. 

Christian Sanatorium, R.F.D. No. 1, Wyckolf,N.J.  14:13-21; 28:18-20; 2 Cor. 4:6, 7; Rom. 
1:15, 16). 

Teach the S. 8S. Lessonbythe Israel—Have the girls look up in a 

FLANNEL ART METHOD reference Bible the part Israel has 

@ 22 sheets of cut-outs taken, is now taking, and will take in 

gr A —— = fare! God’s Kingdom plans (Deut. 4:20). Read 

books! about Jewish people and help 

the class to become personally inter- 

« oan | —- B- -——— J ested in leading Jewish associates to 

— Dept. st Butler, Ind, Christ. As our lesson discloses, the “field 
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By Mel Larson 
Over a microphone of a nation-wide hook-up came 
these Saeaes ~ 
“I thank the Lord for guidin, ye this 
race and once more seei: ing me win. 
db» me thank Him always for His euiding presence.” 
ke Gill Dodds after his world record race 
at the hicago Stadium. This gripping life story 
Sass his training 
humor and hidden s 


movie experience, 

Says Gunder , Swedish track star :“‘ ay 
God give you fame in your chosen profession, 
the ministry.” Dr. V. Raymond Edman, Presi- 
dent of me poe Cal e: eer A great heart 


technique, his family life, his 


your bookstore or from Department 
THE EVANGELICAL BEACON, 4211 N. Honnttcce mes’ Chicago 13, It 


Colored Flannelgraph Stories 


$1.50 Series. 


Bible Verses Visualized and How to Teach Them 


Volume I. A book of 13 Bible verses and 13 teaching methods. 
Volume Il. A new enlarged volume. 


Bible Songs” Visualized 
This popular book of visualized songs now in 


_ color. 


Creation and Old Testament Stories 


Volume I. Creation through Jacob. 10 lessons, 
Volume Il. Joseph through Elijah. 10 lessons. 


50c Series 


The Christian Soldier 
Tale of Two Cities Convoys 
= Two hy, ot Ca = Birth of Jesus ‘ 
Secon: min; st umpty Dumpty 
Phoni ons | ~~ ° . ane Remedies Peter Rabbit 
y's 











Sampson's Riddle 





Shiaeathonde $3.00 up. Background Material, $2.25 up. Write for complete catalog. 
America’s Largest Flannelgraph House 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC., 1517 N. Third Street Harrisburg, Pa. 







February 3, 1945 


is the world” (Matt. 13:38), and Israel 
is the hidden treasure, scattered through- 
out the earth, yet always bound together 
as a people. Her entire history shows 
God’s constant remembrance and con- 
cern (Exod. 19:5, 6). 

Believers — A “pearl” for which 
Heaven’s Merchantman gave His all, — 
that is your position as a believer in the 
King and the Kingdom of Heaven. Do 
you realize how valuable you, a Chris- 
tian girl, are to God? (1 Cor. 6:19, 20; 
Eph. 5:25-27.) What did Christ do for 
you before you believed? (Rom. 5:8.) 
What has He done for you since? (1 
Kings 10:7.): Are you living as though 
you were the Lord’s treasure? (Mal. 3: 
16, 17.) Have you claimed your heritage 
as a joint heir of the treasures of God’s 
Kingdom? (Rom. 8:17.) If not, how can 
you make His treasures yours? (Obad. 
17.) 

Treasures to Share—Name some of the 
treasures of the Kingdom. Many of these 
will never be realized until we have 
the new Heaven and new earth (Rev. 
21:1, 2), but many of them can be en- 
joyed here and now. The greatest 
Treasure of all is the Lord Jesus Christ 
who lives within us who believe (2 Cor 
4:7). Is He actually dearer to you thar 
the applause of the world? (John 12:43.) 
A few lessons ago we learned that ou 
ultimate objective should be to seek the 
Kingdom of God. Here we learn tha’ 
we who are His are part of that King. 
dom, and need have no fear of anythin; 
or anybody in this world. Our treasure 
is not transitory, but everlasting (Luk« 
12:31-34). The people who so eager]; 
followed the Lord Jesus into His rest 
ing place in the desert were, for th 
most part, seeking physical and materia 
benefits, and even after they had bee 
fed they did not understand the treas 
ures of Christ and the Kingdom abou 
which He spoke (Matt. 16:8-10). 

We who are heirs of Kingdom treas 
ures have riches to share with just sucl 
an eager, hungry world, and next weel 
we shall study more fully what may b 
done (Gal. 1:14). 





1“Rachel” ($1.25), “Zonya” ($1.50), and “Da 
vid” (25c), by Agnes Scott Kent; “Song c 
Zion” ($1.25), by Clara Bernhardt. (May b 
had from Times Book Service, 1721 Sprin 
Garden St., Philadelphia 30.) 
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When Elder Liu Welcomed 
Swen Yat Sen 


(Continued from page 84) 


basic ideas. And one of the bigge: 
satisfactions of my life was, half-chuck 
ling, to watch Liu, sitting in a prominer 
place, his face wreathed in a dignifie 
smile, as Swen Yat Sen preached a re: 
and noble sermon, evangelical in ton 
and evangelistic in spirit. Swen spok 
as a Christian to fellow Christians. H 
congratulated them on their patriot 
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Lesson for February 18 


courage and sacrifice. He told of his 
father learning to know Christ; and the 
comfort of it in troublous times; of the 
father sending him as a boy to a mis- 
sion school where he learned to know 
Christ, and caught the vision of liberty 
jn Him. , 

With simple eloquence he told of the 
spies of the Manchu Court hounding 
him all over the globe; of how they 
caught him in London, and threw him 
into the Chinese embassy jail; of his 
escape as by a miracle. And how, at 
last, a wearied fugitive and well-nigh 
forespent, he hid in a tenement ir New 
York’s Chinatown. There he “happened 
upon” (Rom. 8:28) the Gettysburg Ad- 
dress of Lincoln. And, as a result, he 
'“dedicated” himself, in deepened conse- 
cration, to the welfare of the nation; 
to spend himself to the limit for “a gov- 
ernment of the people, by the people, 
and for the people.” At other meetings, 
with the rich and powerful guilds of 
Chinese merchants, in banquets he 
lashed out in strong political speeches. 
In this one his emphasis was decidedly 
upon the theme: “Christ is sufficient for 
us in our day of testing.” 

Thus strikingly Prinz Heinrich, the 
“ambassador extraordinary and pleni- 


potentiary” of Wilhelm II, “the All- 
Highest,” “The War Lord of Europe,” 
was brought to bay, humiliated, 


thwarted by a Chinese elder, once beg- 
gar boy, now in his maturity, not only 
unabashed by royalty, but master of a 
tense, dramatic situation, a turning point 
in history. And the secret of Liu’s 
strength was his lifelong determination 
to honor God, that in everything Christ 
might have the pre-eminence. ‘ 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 18 


2. From Neighborhood to Brotherhood 
(Acts 15:1-12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


OLLOWING last week’s topic, which 

considered the question of false racial 
superiority, we are to think this week 
about brotherhood, with a special em- 
phasis on the Jewish-Catholic-Protestant 
problem in our own land. Our Scrip- 
ture lesson is chosen from Acts 15, which 
tells of a dispute that arose in the early 
Christian church over the method of 
admitting to Christian fellowship cer- 
tain Gentiles who had been saved under 
the: ministry of such ‘apostles as Paul 
and Barnabas and Peter. Some of the 
converted Jews in the Christian church, 
who formerly had been strict Phari- 
sees, wanted to make it necessary for 


- 
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Gentiles to fulfill all the ceremonial re- 
quirements of the Mosaic law, including 
circumcision, before being admitted to 
Christian fellowship. A- council was 
called to consider this important mat- 
ter. Peter, Paul, and Barnabas, and 
finally James, the brother of the Lord 
Jesus, all pointed out that, since God 
had made no difference between Gen- 
tiles and Jews who had believed on 
Christ, but had bestowed upon both alike 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, even as He 
had done to the disciples gathered in 
the upper room at Pentecost, it was not 
right for the Jewish Christians to insist 
upon some special requirements. 


There is a great and important truth 
for the Christian church in the record 
of this decision, but it is important for 
us to see that it has little bearing on 
the Jewish-Catholic-Protestant problem 
that we are to think about this week, 
and the implication that goes with it that 
these three groups are. to be welded to- 
gether in a great brotherhood. 

In the everyday world brotherhood is 
the mark of the family, and is condi- 
tioned upon common parenthood. God’s 
Word tells us that the true Christian 
family is made up of those who ac- 
knowledge the Lord Jesus as Saviour 
and Lord, in the sense that He is so 
presented in God’s Word. Men are not 
“sons” of God just because they are 
born into’the human family. There is 
only one way in which any individual 
may become a member of God’s family. 
It is through the new birth, receiving 
the Lord Jesus and acknowledging Him 
to be the Son of God (John 1:9-14). 
Those who do not do so are in God’s 
realm by right of creation, but they are 
not His “sons,” and therefore not true 
brothers, and no religious label, or eccle- 
siastical edict, or conference resolution 
can make them so. 


In so far as the Roman Catholic 
Church is concerned, she has had access 
to Christian truth from the beginning. 
But she has overlaid it and obscured it 
by many man-made dogmas that evan- 
gelical Christians believe are not in ac- 
cord with God’s Word. It was for this 
reason, many years ago, that some 
Christians severed their relationships 
with Rome and the Reformation was 
begun. Rome has not changed in the 
years that have passed. Furthermore, 
within the church, and dominating it, 
has grown up a political hierarchy 
which, down through the years, has 
meddled in temporal affairs, and has 
sought to stamp out, through intrigue 
and by force, all opposition. Evangel- 
ical believers cannot have fellowship 
and cannot find brotherhood in such 
practices and erroneous teaching. 

The fact, however, that within the 
Catholic Church are some true believers 
should not be overlooked. Such ones 
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Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
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For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
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ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 
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A soldier... 
but he doesn’t neglect his Bible 


Tough ... that’s a soldier’s life . . . but 
there’s always time to learn more of 
God’s Word. One soldier writes . .,. 

“My Synthetic Bible Study Course 
has proved to be worth tenfold more to 
me than I paid for it . . . in spiritual 
blessing:’ 

Perhaps, in one way or another, you’re 
busy helping Uncle Sam these days. But 
all the more reason for you to study 
yout Bible regularly with a home study 
course. For details, write Dept. § 809 
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1. Theological 3. Christian Education 
2. Missionary-Medical 4. One-Year Medical 
Write for catalog. Address Office of the Dean. 








WANTED. Divine Hall Manager for 
2s : 


Summer Bible Conference 
May 20—September 20. Able to take com- 
plete charge of kitchen and dining hall 
employees and the purchasing and plan- 
ning of food. Write Room 677, Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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sample set, 13 lessons, 26 scenes, only $2. 


GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS, Dept. T, Grand Rapids 3, mich? 


Do You Find It Hard to Witness to Your Roman 
Catholic Friends? Then you need this inyaluable aid 


METHODS OF WITNESSING TO 
ROMAN CATHOLICS 


By J. H. Cardes; foreword by Dr. H. A. Ironside. 48 
large pages, attractive 2 color cover. 25c single copy; 
5 for $1. Order 
today from 








1. Profita ble discount to booksellers. 


THE FUNDAMENTAL PRESS, *$2,0;,"2;isen, 3 








——. J. OLIVER BUSWELL,JR., PRESIDENT 


\e a2 t® 


nig NATIONAL 


“BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Stre NeW YORK CITY 


Ghenthty PubMentton, “Uae Gite Teday” 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered by 
ee en ee Sener one eee 
as well as the Bible I y Medical 
Course diplomas. Entrance requirements, mon echool graduation. 
Write for catalog. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


have come into a saving faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and a sincere accept- 
ance of Him as Saviour. Any such in- 
dividuals are members of the body of 
Christ, His true Church, and must be 
considered Christian brethren by evan- 
gelical Christians. The sad part of if 
is, however, that they remain linked to 
the apostate body of Roman Catholi- 
cism, and by their membership in it 
and support of it, share in its *@sponsi- 
bility for spreading such errors as Mari- 
olatry, prayer to the saints, salvation by 
works and penances, the infallibility of 
the Pope, and the like. 


As for brotherhood and co-operation 
between evangelical Christians and 
Jews, the issue must be placed squarely 
on the great principle of acceptance or 
rejection of the Lord Jesus as the 
unique Son of God. How can sincere 
followers of the Lord Jesus have true 
fellowship with those who deny that 
Christ was the Son of God, even though 
they may recognize Him as a great 
teacher and leader? Orthodox Jews 
go beyond an unwillingness to recognize 
the deity of the Lord Jesus. They 
brand Him as an impostor and a de- 
ceiver, and they look upon the entire 
New Testament record of His miracu- 
lous birth and His death and resurrec- 


tion and ascension, as a pure fabrication — 


of His followers. 
w 


Just as with those of various races, 
the true work of the evangelical church 
of Christ toward creating brotherhood 
between Jews and Catholics and, Protes- 
tants is to preach the unadulteratcd 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ so that 
Jews and unsaved Catholics alike. may 
hear the Good News and may believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. 
Theusands upon thousands in Judaism 
and in the Roman Church have never 
yet heard the true Gospel. What are 
we doing to take it to them? In the 
Christian church there is no place for 
bitterness or bigotry or.unlove toward 
Jews and Catholics. On the contrary, 
the teachings of the Lord Jesus obligate 
us to show consideration and love and 
brotherly kindness toward those who 
are in these two great religious groups. 
But there can be no true brotherhood, 
or co-operation in spiritual things be- 
tween true followers of Christ and those 
who either deny His deity or reject His 
supremacy, ard who worship other gods 
before Him. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Has Curistian YoutH helped you to 
study and understand your Sunday 
school lesson? Then why not show it to 
your teacher and superintendent? Per- 
haps they would like to get it for your 
whole class or school. 


February 3, 1945 


A Correction 


N THE Trues for December 23 there 

was a notice of the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York. The concluding 
statement (“Last year the company took 
over the books of the Association Press”) 
was not quite accurate. 

Mr. William R. Barbour, president .of 
the Revell Company, writes: 


The facts are that some time ago the 
salesman for the Association Press was 
called into the service, and the manager 
gave about half of his time to special war 
work in Washington. This left them with- 
out any way of presenting their books to 
the trade, and they asked us for such co- 
operation as we could give them. 

A plan was worked out by which they 
submitted to us such manuscripts as they 
decide to publish, and we select some of 
these which have appeared under a com- 
bined Association Press-Revell imprint. We 
purchase a certain number of the books, 
list the titles, present them to the trade, 
and advertise them. 

There are quite a number of other books 
which do not come within the scope of 
this arrangement, and these appear only 
under the Association Press imprint, and 
we have nothing to do with them. The 
plans that we have worked out with them 
do not cover their earlier books, but refer 
only to a limited number of the titles of 
newer books. 

Recently at the suggestion of the WPB 
we have discontinued the combined im- 
print, but the arrangement with the As- 
sociation Press has not been altered, ex- 
cept that all the Association Press books 
which we sell have the Association Press 
imprint and do not have the Revell imprint. 


we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 12 to 18 


Mon.—Matthew 13:44-46, 
Value of the Kingdom. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “One pearl of 
great price.” As a wise merchant grasps 
a great opportunity to make money, so 
our Lord suffered the loss of heavenly 
glory in order to win the salvation of 
a multitude which no man can number. 
He who valued our souls so highly 
should be loved supremely. Pray for 
the Christian Airmen’s Missionary Fel- 
lowship, 556 S. Hope St., Los Angeles 31. 

Tues.—Matthew 14:13-21, 
Jesus Feeds the Multitude. 
Prayer SuccEsTions: “Five loaves, and 
two [small] fishes.” Little is worth much 
when presented to Christ, and much, 
without Him, is little worth. Common- 
place things become great when He 
takes them in hand. A surrendered life 
gives the Lord an outlet for His grace 
and power. He takes and uses what 


is yielded to Him. Pray for the “Youth 
for Christ” movement. 
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On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 





























By Philip E. Howard 
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All Christians will be interested in this brief 
biography of the former Editor-in-Chief of 
The Sunday School Times. 


Seventy-one pages bound in attractive dark 
red cloth wih gilt lettering ¥ 
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Denver Bible Institute 
SAM BRADFORD, President 
LEO LAPP, Dean 
Set to train workers for the Lord’s harvest 
Come to this ideal Bible training school 


‘in the “mile high” city under the shadow 


of the Rockies. Combines sound doctrine, 
inspiring surroundings, and sunny, health- 
ful climate with amazingly low cost. 

Write for particulars and free copy of 
“Grace and Truth” — distinctive Bible study 
magazine — official publication of the In- 
stitute. 


Address: Registrar, Dept. T 
2047 Glenarm Place Denver 5, Colorado 
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Wed.—Matthew 14:34-36. 
Rich in Healing Ministry. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “As many as 
touched him were made perfectly 
whole.” Christ has no half cures. The 
Great Physician cures all who touch 
Him with the hand of faith, When He 
saves a man, he becomes a new crea- 
ture. “As many as touched him were 
made perfectly whole.” The soul’s sick- 
ness vanishes when a hand of faith 
touches the Saviour. His power to save 
is just the same today. Pray for the 
Eighth Avenue Mission, New York City. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 3:14-21. Rich in Love. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge.” God’s 
love is “greater than the measure of 
man’s mind.” Like the heavens above 
it is so vast that we never can take it 
all in. But we can know it, and enjoy 
it, and appreciate it more and more 
forever and ever. It is higher than the 
heavens, deeper than the sea; and wider 
than east is from west. God’s riches of 
love in Christ Jesus are for you and for 
all mankind. Pray for a revival of Gos- 
pel meetings in shops and factories, 
Fri.—Matthew 13:31-33. 

Growth of the Kingdom. 

PRAYER SvuccEstTions: “All these things 
spake Jesus unto the multitudes in par- 
ables; and without a parable spake he 
not unto them.” They were not ex- 
plained to the multitudes, but they were 
made clear to the disciples. If these 
parables are a mystery to those who 
read them, the explanation will be given 
by the Spirit to those who are willing 
to profit by them. The key to these par- 
ables of Kingdom growth is found in 
verse 41, in what is said about the final 
separation of the wicked from the right- 
eous. Both good and evil people are in 
the Kingdom until the angels come to 
make that separation. Pray for a great 
awakening among professing Christians. 
Sat.Isaiah 11:1-9. 

Prosperity of the Kingdom. 

Prayer Succestions: “He shall smite 
the earth with the rod of his mouth.” 
The prosperity of the Kingdom begins 
after our Lord comes to judge the earth. 
Like our Lord, who-is pure and holy, 
His Kingdom is full of righteousness 
and peace. Earth will enjoy her Golden 
Age when Christ rules over all the 
earth. Pray for the coming of the Lord. 
Sun.—Hebrews 1:1-14. 

The Son of God Supreme. 

‘Prayer Svuccrstions: “Worship him.” 
The worship of Jesus Christ who is “God 
manifest in flesh” is the ‘outstanding 
feature of Christianity. All men who do 
not honor the Son, even as they honor 
the Father, do not honor God at all. 
What men think of Christ tells what God 
thinks of them. If He is supreme to 
them God will honor them; if not, He 
will reject them. “What think ye of 
Christ?” Pray that Christ shall be more 
honored in the house of His friends. 
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why Rev. George Bennard wrote his famous 
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PROBLEMS 


By Irene CATHERINE SMITH 


Miss Smith’s knowledge of church-school 
needs comes from firsthand experience. For 
several years she has conducted leadership 
training institutes in many churches, and has 
counseled with church leaders from every 
pert of the land. Much valuable material in 
his book is garnered from the results of 
a questionnaire sent to leaders in church- 
school work. The problems common to 2ll 
are frankly discussed and the author gives 
a practical workable method for solving them. 
It is a book that will inspire every earnest 
church-school worker who is striving tc 
become a more effective leader. 


Clothbound $1.25 
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